
\ WAIRAU VALLEY NEWS 
 

April 2026 

PLEASE NOTE   
Submissions to the newsletter are due by 

the 25th of each month. Email to 
wairau.valleynews@gmail.com   

 

DATES & EVENTS 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 

APRIL 5th - WIND CLOCKS BACK 

WVRA MEETING 
JUNE 17th 7 PM AT THE HALL 

TRANSFER STATION 
(END OF CHURCH LANE, WAIRAU VALLEY) 

OPENING HOURS 
MIDDAY TO 4:00 PM 

WEDNESDAY & SATURDAY 

We thank Harcourts Marlborough for their 
support in printing this newsletter. 

INFORMATION 
Circulated to over 260 homes in the Wairau 

Valley, or you can read it anywhere at  
www.wairau-valley.co.nz/wairau-valley-news.html  

Please direct all correspondence to 
wairau.valleynews@gmail.com  

MEGS SOMERVILLE-PETERSON – LYNNE GRANT 
JENNY SOMERVILLE – NOELINE HARRISON  

Content and opinions expressed in this newsletter are 
not necessarily the views of the news team.  

  UPCOMING 
 EVENTS 
PLAYGROUP  

FRIDAYS 9:30 AM – 11:30 AM  
WAIRAU VALLEY PEACE MEMORIAL HALL 

THANK YOU TO OUR 
ADVERTISERS AND 

CONTRIBUTORS  
HELPING US KEEP THIS 

NEWSLETTER GOING AND 
FUNDING THE COMMUNITY 

Wairau Valley Anglican Church 

The Church of the Good Shepherd is 
available for use/ hire for small weddings, 
Christians meeting together, funerals, and 
other suitable Christian activities.  

If you would like to use the building, 
please feel free to contact us by email: 
office@wairauanglican.org.nz or phone 
022 058 8218 

TAI CHI & QIGONG 
WEDNESDAYS 10 AM – $5  

WAIRAU VALLEY PEACE MEMORIAL HALL 
FOR MORE INFO, PLEASE GET IN TOUCH WITH 
NANCY: CALL 572 2884; TEXT 027 572 2881; OR 

EMAIL lasfronteras@xtra.co.nz 

ANZAC Day April 25th 

The church is looking for someone handy to sand down and repaint the main gate 
leading into the Wairau Valley cemetery (beside the church). Please contact us at 
the email below if you are interested!  
  

mailto:office@wairauanglican.org.nz


 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Regular events at St Arnaud 

Fire Risk Remains as we move from Summer to Autumn 
As Wairau Valley transitions from the long, dry days of summer into the cooler evenings of autumn, Wairau Valley 
Volunteer Fire Brigade (FENZ) is reminding residents that the fire risk does not disappear with the change of season. 
While the official fire season status may shift in the coming months, the underlying conditions that drive wildfire 
remain very much present. 
 
Recent weather patterns have left vegetation dry across much of Marlborough, and even as temperatures ease, a 
single spark can still ignite a fast-moving fire. FENZ is urging landowners, lifestyle block residents, and rural 
communities to stay vigilant and follow safe burning practices. 
 

Know the Fire Status Before You Light 
Before carrying out any outdoor burning, residents should always check the current fire season status for their area 
at checkitsalright.nz. Even if the season moves to a more permissive setting, restrictions may still apply, and 
conditions can change quickly. If a permit is required, it can be applied for online at firepermit.nz. A permit ensures 
your burn is assessed for safety and suitability, and may include specific conditions to reduce risk. 
 

Plan Your Burn Properly 
Anyone planning to light a fire outdoors should take time to prepare: 

§ Create a clear safety zone around the burn site 
§ Have water and suppression tools on hand 
§ Consider wind direction and forecast changes 
§ Notify FENZ when you are ready to light the fire 

These steps help ensure compliance with FENZ regulations, reduce wildfire risk, and protect both property and the 
environment. If at any point a fire begins to get out of control, call 111 immediately. 
 

Hot Ash: A Leading Cause of House Fires 
As households begin using fireplaces and wood burners again, FENZ is also highlighting one of the most common 
causes of autumn house fires: the unsafe disposal of hot ash. 
Ash can stay hot enough to ignite for many hours—sometimes days. Always: 

§ Place ash in a metal bucket 
§ Store it well away from buildings, decks, and combustible materials 
§ Leave it to cool completely before disposal 

 
Daylight Saving Ends Soon – Check Your Smoke Alarms 

With daylight saving ending on 5 April 2026, now is the perfect time to check that your smoke alarms are working 
properly. 
 
FENZ recommends long-life photoelectric smoke alarms, which are far more effective at detecting slow, 
smouldering fires – the type that can burn unnoticed for hours before erupting into flames. 
 
Even better, choose interconnected photoelectric alarms. These alarms communicate with each other wirelessly or 
through dedicated wiring. If one alarm activates, all alarms in the home will sound, giving everyone an earlier 
warning. This is especially important in multi-storey homes or houses with long hallways where smoke may not 
reach a single alarm quickly. 
 

A Community Effort 
As the Wairau Valley community knows well, fire safety is a shared responsibility. Staying informed, planning 
ahead, and taking simple precautions can significantly reduce the risk of both wildfires and house fires as we move 
into the cooler months. 
 
Regards, 
Simon Lamb  
Acting Chief Fire Officer Wairau Valley Fire Brigade  
0273604433 



 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Johnston Peak is the next peak directly east of Mt Richmond, the namesake of the Richmond Ranges.  
 
It was on 7 May 1942 that we had our first commercial airline disaster in this country. The twin-engine Lockheed 
Electra (named Kereru) departed Wellington for Nelson, but was forced off-course by poor visibility and strong winds. 
A nearby farmer in Canvastown heard the sound of a plane 'battering against the storm' and 'two bangs'.  
 
The pilots were Commander Keith Johnston and Second Officer William Smillie, and on board were passengers 
Pamela Fell of Nelson, Bill Moore of Wellington and Amy Farrar from Christchurch. Pamela Fell was the daughter 
of local lawyer and Crown prosecutor Charles Fell. 
 
Once it was clear that the plane was missing, Radio 2YN advertised for search volunteers to assemble at the Church 
Steps the next day at dawn. The wartime Emergency Precaution Scheme co-ordinated the search; 40 Nelson College 
boys volunteered; units from the Air Force, Army and Home Guard; police parties, St John Ambulance, Red Cross 
and Women's War Service Auxiliary (WWSA) arrived; and tramping clubs were called on to provide people familiar 
with the search area. There was a huge response from the Nelson public. Hundreds of men and women searched for 
five days before a plane from Woodbourne Airbase found the burnt-out wreckage and bodies. There were no survivors. 
An autopsy later revealed that all would have died on impact. 
 
During the search, army radios were available, but the mineral belt in the Richmond Ranges rendered them virtually 
useless. Each team was instead issued with a pair of carrier pigeons, and they proved to be amazingly efficient. The 
Nelson Homing Pigeon Club provided more than 60 birds; each pair was carried in a small cardboard box, and party 
leaders were instructed how to attach a message to a pigeon's leg with rubber bands. Despite torrential rain and freezing 
temperatures, the pigeons carried messages to Nelson from Roding River in 10 minutes and from the Doubles in 17 
minutes - nearly as good as sending a text! A ground party was sent to the crash site, a trip that took eight hours 
through formidable terrain. 
 
The bodies had to be doused in disinfectant and placed in sacks before being carried out on stretchers and, at times, 
dragged by ropes or hoisted on the backs of strong men. The smallest body, that of Miss Fell, was able to be carried 
out in one day. 
 
However, the other four bodies were considerably heavier and required significantly more effort over several 
additional days. It was May 17 before they were delivered to Nelson, 10 days after the crash. At one stage, the retrieval 
party had to abandon the bodies and make it to shelter overnight. The bodies had to be tied in trees so that wild pigs 
couldn't reach them. 
 
As local author, Mr Coote said: "One can only speculate on the horrors of that event. The men involved were poorly 
prepared for the long and arduous climb up the mountain in freezing weather, let alone the treacherous trip down 
carrying the bodies in makeshift stretchers." 
 
In 1964 the New Zealand Geographic Board approved the place names of Mt Fell and Johnston Peak on Mt Richmond. 
In 1992, a plaque was placed at the crash site, where the nose cap of the Kereru is still embedded in the rock face. One 
of the deceased passengers, Pamela Ruth Fell, had a nearby mountain named after her, as she was a keen local tramper. 
 
A board of inquiry determined that a combination of human error and unforeseen weather conditions caused the 
accident.  
 
Jenny Somerville 
 
(My drawing of Mt Richmond and Johnston’s Peak is available for purchase, as an A4 print, or a large metal print. Ph 
572 2547, or email churchlaneartnz@gmail.com). 

The Marlborough Table Tennis Association is again 
running junior table tennis starting Tuesday, 21st April. 
It will run during Terms 2 and 3. 
4 pm – 5 pm; beginners and developing players.  
5 pm; two-player teams competition, any gender, 
several grades depending on ability. 
Blenheim Indoor Sports Centre, 50 Batty’s Road. To 
register, contact Debbie: phone 0211632140 or  
e-mail deb_e_j@hotmail.com  

Enrolments are now open for our April holiday camps. 
Check out the details and complete an enrolment on our 
website: www.curiouscove.org 
Fishing Camp: Mon 6th – Wed 8th April (Ages 10 – 14 
yrs). Cost $135 
Wilderness Camp: Wed 8th – Fri 10th April (Ages 11 – 
14 yrs). Cost $135 
Junior Special Camp: Mon 13th – Fri 17th April (Ages 
8 – 11 yrs). Cost $225 
Many thanks, Jane Ross 
Camp Manager, Curious Cove (TVCC Trust) 

Junior Table Tennis 

Curious Cove April  
Holiday Camps 

mailto:churchlaneartnz@gmail.com


 
 

  
  

World Earth Day; 
April 22nd  

World Book Day; 
April 23rd   

Events this month 

ANZAC Day;  
April 25th    

Easter Friday, Sunday, and 
Monday;  
April 3rd, 5th, and 6th    



  

Gardening in the valley 
April in the Wairau Valley brings a noticeable shift in the garden. The long, dry heat of late summer begins to ease, 
mornings carry a crisp edge, and the soil still holds enough warmth to encourage steady growth. It’s one of the most 
satisfying months for gardeners in Marlborough – a time of harvest, preparation, and quiet optimism for the seasons 
ahead. 

Vegetables 
In the vegetable garden, this is peak harvest time for late summer crops. Tomatoes, pumpkins, beans, and courgettes 
should be gathered regularly before cooler nights slow them down. If you still have green tomatoes on the vine, 
consider picking them before the first real cold snap and ripening them indoors. Pumpkins and squash should be 
harvested once their skins have hardened; leave a short stem attached and cure them in a warm, dry place for better 
storage. 

April is also an excellent month for planting. The soil remains warm enough for seeds to germinate quickly, while 
cooler air temperatures reduce stress on young plants. Sow leafy greens such as spinach, silverbeet, lettuce, and 
rocket. These will thrive through autumn and into early winter. Brassicas – like broccoli, cauliflower, and cabbage – 
can still be planted out as seedlings, but be mindful of white butterfly caterpillars, which may still be active. Garlic 
planting season begins toward the end of April and into May. Choose firm, healthy cloves and plant them in well-
drained soil enriched with compost. They prefer a sunny position and will quietly establish roots over winter for a 
strong spring surge. 

Ornamentals 
In the flower garden, it’s time to start tidying and preparing for winter. Remove spent annuals and cut back perennials 
that have finished flowering. However, don’t be too hasty – some seed heads provide food for birds and visual interest 
through the colder months. Divide overcrowded perennials now while the soil is still workable, and replant them to 
fill gaps or share with friends. Spring bulbs such as daffodils, tulips, and freesias can be planted this month. A little 
effort now will reward you with colour when the garden is just waking up again. Add compost or bulb fertiliser to 
planting holes to give them a strong start. 

General care 
Lawns will benefit from a final mow at a slightly higher setting, along with an autumn feed to strengthen roots before 
winter. Fallen leaves can be collected and added to the compost heap or used as mulch around trees and shrubs. 
 
 
Speaking of compost, April is a great time 
to build up your compost system. With 
plenty of garden waste available, aim for 
a good mix of green material (soft 
prunings, kitchen scraps) and brown 
material (dry leaves, straw). Keep it moist 
but not soggy and turn it occasionally to 
speed decomposition. 

Finally, take time to reflect on what 
worked well in your garden this past 
season and what didn’t. April offers a 
natural pause – a chance to plan 
improvements, rotate crops, and dream a 
little about next spring. 

Gardening in the Wairau Valley at this 
time of year is as much about slowing 
down as it is about staying productive. 
Enjoy the cooler days, the golden light, 
and the satisfaction of a garden 
transitioning gracefully into autumn. 

The Grumpy Gardener 



  s

Your pumping, electrical, and controls specialists

Industrial Electrical
Control Systems
Residential Electrical
Pumping Systems
Water Engineering
Servicing Wastewater Treatment Systems

Call Glen 021 961 439



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

All advertisements are to be with a team member (with payment) by the 25th of each month. 
 

!"#$%&'($)$*H$,-&.($
L&.-$M1MM2345All advertisements are to be with a team member (with payment) by the 25th of each month. 

Remember, all community notices are FREE! 
Small ad: $4 (2 – 3 lines) – Medium ad: $7 (2.5 cm x 9 cm) – Large ad: $9 (5.5 cm x 9 cm) 

Business Directory – 11 issues: $15 – 6 issues: $12 
 

Douglas fur and sawdust in bags are also available. 

Wairau Valley 
News 

Advertising 

TINY TOTS HIRE
We hire baby equipment to cover your
needs, whether you are hosting family,
or needing short to long-term hire.

Contact Stacey -
Website - www.tinytotshire.co.nz
Email - info@tinytotshire.co.nz
Phone - 027 364 2020
Follow us on Facebook



 
 

 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY GROUPS & SERVICES 
 
BLENHEIM WAIRAU RURAL WOMENS BRANCH  
For more information, call Kate 572 2847  
WAIRAU PLAINS GARDEN CLUB  
For more information, call Kate 572 2847  
WAIRAU VALLEY PEACE MEMORIAL HALL Est 1919 
Wairau Valley Peace Memorial Hall is on Facebook  
Bookings - wvcommunityhall@gmail.com   
WANTWOOD COMMUNITY ROOM  
A cosy place to meet, the Wantwood Room houses local historical 
information. Call Angela 027 303 8380 or Sherridan 572 2886  
THE VALLEY PEOPLE  
(WAIRAU VALLEY RESIDENTS’ ASSN) 
Please refer to the front page for their next meeting.  
For more information, contact Elspeth McAulay 027 452 5331  
WAIRAU VALLEY FIRE BRIGADE  
Serving the Wairau Valley community since 1960.  
Dial 111 in the event of an emergency. 
 
RENWICK LIONS CLUB 
Email: renwicklions@gmail.com 

 
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE  
Richard is our local JP and is available to assist you. If you have any 
questions, please don't hesitate to call him. Richard Peterson 572 2547   
WAIRAU VALLEY ANGLICAN CHURCH  
Services will be confirmed at a later date. Contact:  
022 058 8218 or office@wairauanglican.org.nz    
WAIRAU VALLEY SCHOOL  
For more information http://www.wairauvalley.school.nz or 
call Lisa 572 2715  
WAIRAU VALLEY SPORTS ASSOCIATION  
The Domain is a facility dedicated to the sport and recreational interests of 
the Wairau Valley. Please contact Debra Schollum 027 222 3969  
WAIRAU VALLEY GOLF CLUB  
Situated at the end of Morse Street, a challenging 9-hole course.  
Secretary – Alison Graham 577 6554  
TAI CHI & QIGONG  
Wednesdays at 10 am at the Wairau Valley Peace Memorial.              
Hall. Only $5. For more info, please contact Nancy: call 572 
2884; text 027 572 2881; or email lasfronteras@xtra.co.nz  
WAIRAU VALLEY BOOK CLUB  
First Tuesday of the month. Registered with the Book Discussion Group. 
For more information, please call Elspeth 027 4525 331 
 
   

WAIRAU VALLEY BUSINESS DIRECTORY 
 
Jeymar Soap Shop – Richard or Jenny   Telephone 572 2547 
Church Lane, Wairau Valley. For Body and Bath Care. www.jeymarsoap.nz   
Renwick Medical Centre   Telephone 572 8838  
We are at our Wairau Valley Clinic on Tuesdays. Currently taking new patients.   
POSTIE – Mike     Mobile 021 034 4020  
Your local mail person. 
 

Wairau Valley Takeaways – Michelle          Mobile 021 120 2802 
Church of the Good Shepherd - look for the yellow cart. 
 
JB Towing & Salvage – Beavan                              Mobile 027 567 3874 
Breakdowns, vehicle for repairs, relocation vehicles. 
 
Church Lane Art                                                       Telephone 572 2547 
For prints and cards of original pencil art. Website: www.jeymarsoap.nz  
 
Bev’s Firewood                                                        Mobile 027 567 3874 
Pine, macro, blue gum, Douglas fir, and sawdust in bags available. All wood subject 
to availability, can deliver from 1 to 4 cube loads with prices provided on request. 
  

 
Living Extras – Robert Ball Telephone 572 2928  
Installation of security and insect screens.  
Ezi Mow – Dusty Miller Mobile 021 894 976  
Small Vineyard Mowing, Hedge Trimming, Tree Removal, Water Blasting, 
Gardening, Ride-On Mowing, Spraying, and General Property Maintenance.  
BT Mechanical Mobile 022 592 7795 
Vehicle & Trailer WOF, Tyres, Servicing & more - bookings essential. 

TWIGS                    Mobile 027 436 4500 
Tech - Web - IT - Graphics – Social: www.twigs.nz for your online presence. 

CS Integration Limited  Mobile 021 961 439 
Registered Electricians and Water Engineering services.  
Also, servicing Wastewater Treatment Systems.  

TML Hire - Craig & Dave                                       Phone 0800-865 000 
Digger & General Equipment Hire. Dry Hire or Operator available.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

WAIRAU VALLEY PLAYGROUP 
AT WAIRAU VALLEY PEACE MEMORIAL HALL 

EVERY FRIDAY 9:30 AM – 11:30 AM 
 

Our sessions are free and open to all children 0 – 5 years, and they provide 
local parents and caregivers an opportunity to meet other young families in our 

community. Every session is different, offering a variety of learning and play 
invitations. 

 
Please bring along a drink bottle and morning tea for your child, and perhaps a 
change of clothes in case things get messy! Senior community members are 

invited to come along to the first session each month. 
 

Follow the Wairau Valley Playgroup Facebook Page for updates. 
 

mailto:wvcommunityhall@gmail.com
mailto:office@wairauanglican.org.nz
http://www.jeymarsoap.nz/
http://www.jeymarsoap.nz/
http://www.twigs.nz/



